












CALENDAR 2014/15 
“Inspiring confident, connected, caring citizens of the world” 

 
May 27, 2014 

 
 

 
Background: 
 
In accordance with Administrative Procedure 130, School Year and School Day, the Board shall approve 
all school year calendars.  The criteria for the development of this calendar is established through this 
same Administrative Procedure.  

Over the past number of years parents have suggested changes to the school year calendar. As a district 
we have also experienced increased pressure to provide more collaborative time for staff in order to 
facilitate work towards our Educational Plan goals.  After a series of consultations with school 
administration, staff and school councils, a pilot calendar for the 2014/2015 school year has been 
developed for the Board’s consideration.   

Context for parents for this proposed change: 
• We have had parent feedback over the past few years about specific concerns on our current 

calendar: 
o Parents are uncomfortable with an August school start for their children 
o Parents do not like having to come back to school for two days during Family day week 
o We get mixed feedback in regard to an Easter holiday vs spring break 

 
Context for teachers for this proposed change: 

• We have some challenges with our existing calendar for teachers: 
o Teachers do not work the same way as they did 20 years ago.  Then, they planned alone, 

taught alone and their classroom was separate from every other classroom.  Today, they 
plan together, they develop common assessments and share best practices between 
classrooms – they need to be much more connected to be effective. 

o We need more collaborative time for teachers to be able to accomplish this.  The option 
of substitute teachers for release time is not the preferred solution from the 
perspectives of the school, the teachers or the parents. 

o Our recent C2 committee survey results indicated in addition to instructional coach 
support, teachers would appreciate more time to collaborate on district and school 
initiatives with their peers. 

 
We have considered a calendar that would work for us in this new educational reality and also be 
appreciated by parents and responsive to feedback we have received from all stakeholders. 

 
 
 
 
 



Proposed criteria for developing a new calendar: 
• This is pilot calendar for the 2014/15 school year 
• No reduction in annual instructional hours for students 
• Students do not start school before September 1  
• Same Christmas vacation  
• Family day week is now a week off for students  
• Easter holiday is still set for 2014/15, but may be under consideration to look at a spring break in 

future years if the pilot is successful 
• We move from 181 instructional days to a maximum of 177 and capture 4 collaborative days (all 

still work days for staff) 
• We will need to add about 8-10 minutes on to the instructional day - this could mean slightly 

earlier school starts, break and lunch time changes and dismissal time adjustments.  As a result, 
it may be necessary to adjust busing schedules 

 
Provincial context 

• Over the last few years, more than half of school districts in the province have made calendar 
adjustments in order to accommodate collaborative days to support staff capacity building and 
the success of district goals. 

• To date, districts that have made this adjustment have reported positive feedback.  
 
Additional considerations 

• The attached proposed pilot calendar is exceptional in regard to our existing calendar criteria. 
o Our current AP 130 indicates that a calendar shall be submitted for Board approval at 

least 6 months in advance 
o Our current AP 130 indicates that a calendar shall include 181 instructional days 

• There has been significant school administration and staff consultation as well as sharing and 
feedback through recent school council meetings.  All feedback has been positive for a potential 
pilot year in 2014/2015.  

 
 
Recommendation:   
 
That the Board of Trustees approves the proposed School Year Calendar for 2014-15 as a pilot for the 
2014/2015 school year.   
 
 

 
       
Bevan Daverne 
Superintendent of Schools 



Golden Hills School Division No. 75  
2014 – 2015 SCHOOL YEAR                      DRAFT  

AUGUST  2014 SEPTEMBER  2014 OCTOBER  2014 

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S 
     1 2  1 2 3 4 5 6    1 2 3 4 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 5 6 7 8 9 10▀ 11 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 2 6▀ 27 19 20 21 22 23 24♥ 25 

24/31 25 26♠ 27♠ 28♥ 29 ▀ 30 28 29 30     26 27 28 29 30 31  

 

NOVEMBER  2014 DECEMBER  2014 JANUARY  2015 
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S 

      1  1 2 3 4 5 6     1 2 3 

2 3T 4T 5T 6T 7T 8 7 8 9 10 11 12 ▀ 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

9 10 ▀ 11 12 13 14 15 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 
T 

14T 15T 16▀ 17 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 
T 

21T 22T 23 T 24 

23/30 24 25 26 27 28  ) 29 28 29 30 31    25 26 
T 

27 
T 

28T 29T 30 31 

 

FEBRUARY  2015 MARCH  2015 APRIL  2015 

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M   T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 6 7    1 2 3 4 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 8 9 10 11 12 13 ) 14 5 6 7 8 T 9 T 10 T 11 

15 16 17♥ 18♥ 19 20 21 15 16 17 18 19 20  21 12 13T 14T 15 16 17 18 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 22 23 24 25 26 27▀ 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

       29 30 31     26 27 28 29 30   

 

MAY  2015 JUNE  2015 JULY  2015 

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S 

     1 2  1 2 3 4 5 ▀ 6    1 2 3 4 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 T 13 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

10 11 12 13 14 15 ▀ 16 14 15T 16 T 17T 18T 19 T 20 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

17 18 19 20 21  22  23 21 22T 23T 24T 25T 26 T 27 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29♠ 30 ▀     26 27 28 29 30 31  

 
Student Instructional Days Instructional  176 Day in lieu of Parent/Teacher Interview ) 2 
Aug. 0 Feb. 15 Non-Instructional    14 Organizational Professional ♠ 3 
Sept. 19 March 20 School Instructional Time: Teachers’ Convention  2 
Oct. 20 April 16 Elementary – Minimum - 960 hours 

(Provincial Requirement – 950 hours) 
Professional Development   3 

Nov. 17 May 18 Collaborative P.D ♥ 4 
Dec. 14 June 19 Junior High – Minimum – 1010 hours 

(Provincial Requirement – 950 hours) 
School Closure ▀ 10 

Jan. 18      
    Senior High – Minimum – 1010 hours 

(Provincial Requirement – 1000 hours) 
Diploma Exam Days Τ  

Total 88 Total 88 First Day of Semester   
 
The Regular Board of Trustees meetings are normally held on the fourth Tuesday of each month except for July and August 
 
**Recommended Parent/Teacher Interview Day – Alternate day  may be designated      May 20, 2014 DRAFT 
 

































PROPOSED BOUNDARY CHANGE 
 

“Inspiring confident, connected, caring citizens of the world” 
 

May 27, 2014 

 
Background: 
 
A board establishes school attendance boundaries in accordance with the School Act s.13 (2).  
Attendance boundaries affect transportation funding which is calculated on the basis of students who 
reside more than 2.4 km from their designated school. 
 
While attendance boundaries define the catchment area for a local school and determine transportation 
funding, parents have the right to enrol their children in any school that has the resources and facilities 
to accommodate them.  
 
A request from a family shows that they would benefit from a boundary change without negatively 
impacting other families with school aged children attending Golden Hills. There is an opportunity to 
provide a higher level service to this family. 
 
The proposed boundary change is cost neutral with minimal financial impact on the transportation 
budget.  It should be noted that there are no other families who would be negatively impacted by the 
change.   
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Board of Trustees approves the following recommended attendance boundary change: 
 

Remove from Acme/Linden Attendance Area: Add to Three Hills Attendance Area: 

TWP 30 – RNG 24 – W4 
NE ¼ 22 
NW ¼ 23 
SW ¼ 26 
SE ¼ 27 

TWP 30 – RNG 24 – W4 
NE ¼ 22 
NW ¼ 23 
SW ¼ 26 
SE ¼ 27 

       
             
 

 

 

 

  

Bevan Daverne      Tahra Sabir 
Superintendent      Secretary-Treasurer 
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