Warning Signs

I8 months to 3 years

e Does your child use more gestures than
words?

e Are you concerned abouf your child’s
ability to talk and/or understand?

e Does your child show frustration when
frying fo talk?

* Do you have difficulty understanding
your child's speech?

e Does your child puf 2 words fogether?

3 to 5 years

e |s your child's speech difficulf fo
understand?

e Are your child’'s speech skills not ar the
level listed in the pamphlef?

5 years and beyond

° Does your child not use
complefe senfences?

e Does your child stutter?

e Does your child not
seem fo be able
fo follow
directions?

Information taken from
www.parentlinkalberta.ca

For Further
Information:

Golden Hills School Division No. 75

(403) 934-5121

Strathmore Health Unit
650 Wesftchester Road
(403) 361-7200

Drumheller Health Centre
351-9th Street NW
(403) 823 - 6500

Public Health Unit
Three Hills Health Centre
1504-2nd Streef N
(403) 443 - 2444

Recommended Websites
www.parentlinkalberta.ca
www.theroadmap.ca
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Is Your Child Ready
‘_\for School?
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Speech and Lanquage

Speech is the verbal means of
communicating.

Language is made up of socially shared

rules for communication.



Speech Sounds
What to Expect

Your 3 year old...
e Uses sounds like m, p, b, w, I, d, n, h, k, g,
f, s, vowels, y as in yes, and ing as in sing
° |s understood by parents befween
7510 100% of the fime

Your 3 1/2 year old...

° Uses sounds af the beginning of words
(bus instead of us) and at the end of words
(boat instead of boa)

* Uses vowel sounds correcily almost
all of the time

Your 4 year old...

° Uses sounds like m, p, b, w, I, d, n, h, k, g,
f,y. I, s, z, vowels, and ing

° |s understood by parents 100% of the time

Your 5 year old...

° Says most sounds correctly excepf
for maybe r, v, ch, and th

° Uses /blends and s blends, such as
blue and sfop

° May say s, z, sh, ch, or jwith the fongue
sficking ouf (a lisp)

° |s easily undersfood by siblings,
friends, parenfs, and sfrangers

Talking and Listening

What to Expect

Your 3 year old...
° Says 3 fo 4 words fogether, like “Mommy is at
work.”

o Uses more of the litfle words like is, a, the

° Follows 3-part directions, like “Go to your room,
gef your socks, and bring them to me.”

° Understands and asks quesfions,
like “Where is your coal?, Who's thaf?” and
"What is soap for?”

Your 4 year old...

° Uses senfences thaf are longer and more
complefe, such as “l wanf to go out and
play on the swing.”

e Uses more grammair, like pronouns (I, you,
me, she he, we), past tense (walked), and

some guestions words (what, who, where, why).

There are slill some errors.

° Understands most concept words like colours,
shapes, locations (beside, under, elc.), fexture
(smooth, hard, efc.), ime (before, after, efc.)

Tf you have any questions concerning
your child's speech and language
development, please conbact your
communiby health nurse at your local
health unit office.

Your 5 year old...

° Uses sentences that are longer and more
complefe, such as “I wanf to go our and play on
the swing.”

e Uses more grammar, like pronouns
(I, you, me, she he, we), past tense (walked),
and some guestions words (whaf, who, where,
why). There are sfill some errors.

o Undersfands most concepl words like colours,
shapes, locafions (beside, under, efc.),
fexture (smooth, hard, efc.),
fime (before, affer, erc.)

o Uses senfences thal can be more than
5 or 6 words long.

° Asks more difficulf questions, like why and how

o Undersfands most question and adult
conversation

o Uses present, fufure, and past tenses,
like walks, walked, and will walk

* Refells a sfory by naming the characfers
and by falking aboul what happened

Information taken from www.parentlinkalberta.ca

Follow link to “Talk Box” 'ﬂ
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